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"ELECTROCUTING" THE AIDS VIRUS
A SAFER-YET BLOOD SUPPLY

Despite official reassurances about this safety of the nations blood supply, concern
lingers that small amounts of HIV-infected blood may be sneaking through, especially
since current screening detects only antibodies to the virus, which can take months to
form. But now a new electrical process for cleaning blood of viruses may solve the
problem.

At the Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York City, Steven Kaali, M.D., has
found that most of the AIDS viruses in a blood sample will lose their infectious capability
after being zapped by a very low-level current. Repeated exposure appears to leave blood
virtually free of HIV, as well as hepatitis - without harming blood cells.

Kaali cautions that it will take years of testing before a virus-electrocuting device is ready
for use. But, ultimately, he predicts, it could be used not just to purify blood, but to treat
people with AIDS, by channeling their blood out of the body, exposing it to virus-killing
current and then returning it. "By lowering the viral count", he says, "we may be able to
lengthen and improve the quality of AIDS patients' lives."

Sharon McAulifie
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“ELECTROCUTING™ THE AIDS VIRUS A SAFER-YET BLOOD
SUPPLY

Despite official reassurances abaul the safely of the nation's blood supply,
concern ingers that small amounis of HiV-infecied bicod may be sneaking
thrauagh, especially since curront screening detects only antibodies 1o the virus,
which can take manihs 1o form, But now a new alectrical pracess far ¢leaning
blead of vinuses may solve the problem.

At the Albert Einste:n Coligge of Medicine in New York City, Steven Kaaii, M.C..
has found that mos: of the AIDS viruses in  bleod sample will loose their
infeckous capability after being zapped by a very low-level currenl. Repeated
exposure appears o leave bload virtualby free of HIV 25 well as hepatilis-withoul
harming bleod calls.

Kaait cautions that il will take years of testing before a virus-elecirecuting
device 18 ready for use, But, ultimately he predicts. 1 could be used net just 1o
purify blood, but 1 reat people wilh AIDS, by channeling their biced oul of the
body, exposing il to virus killing current and then returning i4. “By lowering Ine
[virzl count.” he says, “we may be able to lengthen ana improve the quaiiy of
LAIDS patients” lives.

-Sharon Meoaulifie
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